Under 13s Match Report

15th February 2009 

Bath 24 Cleve 31

This was a game that was always going to be a challenge for Steve Dando with injuries to Joe Muxworthy, Declan Streete, Jed Bullen and James Robison, together with Zinny Norman, Ryan Watts and Tom Fernley being unavailable. As it was a friendly it was a good opportunity for Steve to try his squad’s strength. The game started and unfortunately we drifted back to old habits of started slowly this allowed Bath to get an early try. This had the effect of spurring the team into action and captain Wesley Long lead from the front with some massive tackles and good runs. He was back up from the rest of the lads with Max Evans again giving him great back up. The training session on Thursday on carrying and rucking over really paid dividends as on the breakdowns we were turning the ball over on many occasions. At the scrum with two new flankers Liam Davis had a cracking day spurred on by dad Martin who shouted from the touchline as soon as the ball was out. He was in the face of both the scrumhalf and fly half. It took away the attacking threat from both these players. Richard Lane moved from centre to fly half for this game and played extremely well. Finally Cleve started putting some good plays together and lead to Cleve’s first try by captain Wesley Long. With both kickers not available Richard Lane took the first conversion unfortunately nerves took over and was unsuccessful.

Bath had a talented back line especially their centre that has a magnificent turn of speed. Debutant James Floyd was exception in keeping him at bay until he broke free down the wing to restore Bath’s lead. Bath had a period of pressure, and only for Jack Stephens playing at the unfamiliar position of full back making a try saving tackle and forcing their playing into touch. Bath again got into our 22 and again Jack Stephens made a saving tackle backed up by James Floyd who made a huge kick way into their half. He and Wesley chased the kick and were supported well by the rest of the Cleve lads lead to the catcher being tackled and holding on to the ball and conceding a penalty. The penalty was taken quickly and we were playing advantage, as Bath had not retreated 10 metres. It was brought back and quick thinking by Wesley as he sees Bath just not alert run in from 10 metres to tie up the score and converted by the pocket rocket Jason Bennett.

It was a very even game played in excellent spirit Steve Dando wanted to make changes of his choice during the game, but with the commitment put in by the lads changes had to be made for injuries. Jack Stephens and Luke Moorhead had to come off in the first half. It was easy to see Bath had not been in a battle like this before and a couple of their players went missing allowing Cleve to start stamping their authority on the game. Wesley crossed over for his third try of the game after moving to Centre with all the injuries that had happened. An impressive debut display by James Floyd was capped with his first try for the club using his pace to break free. Richard Lane took the conversion successfully. Cleve appeared to go to sleep for a moment and with the class Bath have was dangerous and allowed them back in to the game, not only did they have a useful centre they had a forward that was like our own Max Evans and was very difficult to bring down. They tied up the scores and it took some desperate defending on the line to stop them scoring and gaining the lead. One occasion Richard Lane and James Floyd holding one effort up on the line and a 5 metre scrum for Bath and their Bulldozer playing at number 8 run the blindside was well tackled and pushed into touch by Harley Dando a definite try saving tackle.

Cleve eventually got out of their own 22 and some great work by our backs allowed James Floyd to cap a tremendous debut to cross for the winning try. Their was still more injuries with Wesley getting one of those injuries we all laugh at when its not you on the receiving end. The last injury was a more worrying one with Callum Bird staying down after being tackled. First Aider Nick Stephens took no risk and kept him still and called for an ambulance, thankfully no serious injury to the gentleman of the team.

Asked for his account of the game by a fellow coach at Cleve after the game he said it was a tremendous performance considering he had flanker at full back, centre at fly half, no8 at centre, hooker at winger, props as flankers against a top team was a testament to the squads desire to win every game. A mention for the coaching team who put a lot of work in last Thursday in training for this win but as always WELL DONE LADS and a great debut for James Floyd.   
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